
Society of Academic Urologists
Spring Meeting 2026

Lee Richstone, MD FRCS FACS
SAU President



Fantastic Winter Meeting in Houston

• Focus on CBME/EPA

• New : SAU Awards
• Faculty Teaching Award
• Resident Leadership Award
• ACURE Program Coordinator Award

• New: Posters and Residents!



New SAU Section !

• Lindsay Hampson  
• SAU Editor – Section of Education 

Gold Journal of Urology

• Stephanie Kielb 
• Associate SAU Editor – Section of 

Education Gold Journal of Urology



SAU – Urology:
Section of Education
• Editors: Lindsay Hampson and Stephanie Kielb
• Education research encompasses everything from medical student pipeline, through 

residency/fellowship training, through transitions in early, mid- and established-career practice
• Recruitment, training, wellness, leadership, burnout, professional development, education delivery and 

pedagogy, career transitions, etc.
• First year goals

• Improve quality, scope and publication of education research
• Encourage people to use conceptual or theoretical frameworks as a basis for designing education studies
• Ground research design and results presentation in implementation science with a mind to educational impact, scalability, feasibility, 

replicability
• Identify individuals involved in education research to serve as reviewers – please reach out to Lindsay.Hampson@ucsf.edu if you are 

interested!
• Launching a short-format education research manuscript format: Gold Innovations in Urology Education

• Designed for smaller studies (single institution studies, pre/post intervention analysis, curriculum development, test a new educational 
hypothesis, etc)

• Format: Unstructured 100 word abstract, 1200 words max text, 2 Figures/tables, 5 references, published online only, PubMed indexed, include a “replication 
toolkit” if relevant

mailto:Lindsay.Hampson@ucsf.edu


• One year, full-time fellowship beginning July 1, 2026
• Directed towards unmatched medical student

• Co-Directors Dr. Richstone/Dr. Thavaseelan
• Exposure to SAU Leadership and Governance

• Participate in Annual Meeting planning
• Participation in Board/Committee initiatives 

• Scholarly and Academic Development
• Match/Survey analysis and publication 
• Subcommittee derived academic projects

• Mentorship, Networking, and Career Guidance

NEW SAU Academic Fellowship



NEW: Dr. Raju & Ginny Thomas 
Distinguished Lectureship

• Dr. Raju Thomas served as Urology Residency 
Program Director at Tulane for over three decades and 
faced unprecedented challenges in the aftermath of 
Hurricane Katrina

• Through a generous gift, this annual lecture will focus 
on urologic education and support the financial well 
being of our organization

• Are you Interested in a similar Lectureship?  



NEW INITIATIVE: S.I.M.U.L.A.T.E. 

Develop BEST PRACTICE/STANDARDIZED simulation curriculum
Across the spectrum of urologic surgery  





Toolkits in Pipeline

The Struggling Resident
-Best Practices For Faculty & Program Director as Educators-

Residency Compliment Expansion
-Why, When, and How-



• Launched this spring

• Professional Development Committee

• Collaboration and discussion

• Document sharing

NEW: SAU Community Forum



New Bi-Annual SAU Newsletter



NEW: Implementation of Online SLOE !

• Pilot with AAMC
• Richard Peng (Director ERAS Engagement)
• Laura Fletcher PhD (Senior Research Analyst)
• Foundational SLOE work courtesy 

• Richard Lee/Benjamin Breyer - SAU Grant 

• Letter Writer Portal (LWP)
• Online SLOE  for >2 letters  

FINALLY



The 2026 Urology Residency Match
• 582 applicants registered
• 417 of 419 vacancies filled (99.5%)
• 417/550 applicants matched (76%)
• 133/550 applicants did not match (24%) 
• 79% of female applicants matched 
• 75% of male applicants matched 

• Progress through successful innovations
• Preference signaling 
• Synchronized offers, flush day, etc



The Urology Secondary Match!

• Second successful cycle
• 7 total positions filled
• 2 unfilled vacancies 
• 5 newly approved positions from January ACGME meeting

• Small numbers, but big impact
• MAJOR lift by Dr. Sorensen



Gratias Tibi Ago, Veritas!



THANK YOU !
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