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Upcoming Changes to the 2026-2027
ERAS Application Season

Improving the Letters of Recommendation Process
Expanding Standard Evaluative Letters
New Pilots and Continued Evaluation
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Improving the Letter of
Recommendation Process

, . What We Heard from , .
{ Today’s Experience } L the Community } { Where We're Going J

* Fragmented process * Letter writers: e Centralized Letter
(LoRP limitations) cumbersome process Writer Portal

* Manual, time- e Applicants: lack of e Streamlined, intuitive
intensive workflows transparency workflows

* Limited visibility for * Programs: inconsistent * Improved data quality
applicants & programs submissions & reliability

* Increasing scale and * Institutions: * Better experience

complexity administrative burden across all users
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Introducing the AAMC Letter Writer Portal

Compared to today, the updated experience includes:

* Direct access via email
— No need to search by request ID

* Flexible submission options
— Submit with or without an AAMC account

* New document file types accepted
— Expands flexibility to support evolving letter formats

 Centralized dashboard (with AAMC Account)
— Track, manage, and view letter history

» Improved support for different types of letters
— Clearer labels for type of letter

© AAMC. May not be reproduced without permission.



SLOE Pilots for the 2027 ERAS Season

What this includes:

- N °* Specialty-specific standardized letter templates
Launching in partnership with: : .

* Integrated directly into the letter request process
>Dermatology (APD) » Delivered through the Letter Writer Portal
>Urology (SAU) Goal:
> Plastic Surgery (ACEPS)  Improve consistency and comparability

L ) Support program decision-making

 Evaluate impact for future expansion




Student Perspective Requesting
Standardized Letters for Urology




| etter Format and
Details

Letter requests will still originate in
the MyERAS system.

When an applicant requests a letter, they
will need to provide the following
information:

e Author Name

e Author Email

* Specialty to which the letter will be
assigned

* Letter Type — Standardized or Narrative

* Department Chair — Yes or No

* Waiver of right to view — Yes or No

© AAMC. May not be reproduced without permission.

Add Letter of Recommendation

*Author Name: * Author Email:

[ Example Name ] [ Example@aamc.org

Select Specialty to which this letter will be assigned:@

Urology

*Do you want to request a Standardized Letter (SLOE, SLOR, eSLOE, SEL) or a Narrative Letter?

@ standardized Letter (O) Narrative Letter

*Do you need this letter to fulfill a Department Chair letter requirement?

() Yes ® No

*1 waive my right to view my Letter of Recommendation:

@® VYes () No

CANCEL




Letter Request Details X

Requesting Letters =

Request ID: 14JN-G9DVF’8-GQDVI| _

Author Name: Dr. John Bindings

Specialty: Dermatology
Author's Email Address drjohnbindings@ehu.edu

Fulfilling a Department Chair letter Yes

reguirement?:
Letter Type: Narrative Letter
Waive rights to view LoR: Yes

Applicants can request letters by:

DOWNLOAD LETTER REQUEST l l SEND REQUEST

* Sending the request directly from
the MyERAS system.

* Downloading a letter request and Sepof2
sharing it with the authors. Author Name: 01 Al Alens

Speciality: Plastic Surgery-Integrated

Send Request X

Please review the information and confirm email before sending your request.

Be Clear On What type Of |etter *:”thl'lj'E’“a:hEd l i';:onfirmhuthorEmail
you are soliciting from authors.

*LoR Reguest Message

| am requesting that you submit my Letter of Recommendatien (LoR) to the Electronic Residency Application
Service (ERAS), which transmits my LoR(s) to the residency programs to which | am applying.

E

823 characters left out of 1020

'v
© AAMC. May not be reproduced without permission. a
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Managing Letters

. . . Barry Gibson
Appllca nts will be able to manage their Letters Of Recommendation  eras 2027 season - Residency- . MG 020731401
requests in the LoR section of ) Je——
the MyERAS application. ore

Personal Statements In order for an LoR Author to upload a letter on your behalf, you MUST complete the following steps for each LoR that you intend to use during the
application season.

Letters of Recommendation 1. Click Add New to enter and save LoR information.
T h i S S C re e n Wi I I d i S p I ay : - 2. Confirm the LoR entry by marking the associated checkbox and selecting Only checked in the Confirm drop down list.
Additional Documents Note: You may only edit and/or delete a LoR entry prior to confirming.
° LO R A u t h O r 3. Select Download Letter Request or Email Letter Request in the associated Action column to provide your LoR Author with the form.

 Standardized Letter Label -|-q.,w
* Specialty (designated by applicant) 5

LoR Author Specialty Request Status Actions
=
* Request Status = —
. k Confirmed for Upload | Mar
i N ot CO nfl rm Ed fO r U p | Oad d O Request ID: 15JUQTMRFS Famied ® 15,2026 °
astic Surgery-Integrat ot Confirmed for Uploa
e Confirmed for Upload T ‘
Dr. Alan Allens General (can be used for multiple
y U p | Oa d e d [j Request ID: specialties)
[ J

Imported

© AAMC. May not be reproduced without permission.



Letter Writer Perspective Completing
Standardized Letters for Urology




Receiving the Letter
Request

Check the details on the letter request
from the applicant:

* Request is for a Standardized Letter
of Evaluation (SLOE).

* Direct link to the AAMC Letter
Writer Portal

ERAS Standardized Letter of Recommendation (LoR) Request

ERAS Application Season: 2027
ERAS Letter 1D TLNF-BNXTH- WS

1 am requesting that you submat my Letter of Recommendatien (LoK) (o the Electronic Eesidency Applxation
Service {ERAS), which transmits my LoR{s) to the resdency programs to which | am applymng. FPERSONAL
EMAIL

AAMC Letter Writer Povial

The AAMC Letter Witer Porial 1s a centralized service that allows Lol Aubors to upload LoRs for applscants
applying to ERAS residency programs.

The ERAS team has extablished a set of gmdelines that should be reviewed prior to wnting and uploading LoRs
using the Letter Wniter Portal.

Far more miormatson about the AAMC Letter Wnler Portal gusdelines and additional resources, please visit
B A S for | et - P .

* Keview the miormatson below. IF any mionmaton 1s maccurate, conlact the applicant dmectly so they can
make corections.

ipplicart Details

MName Michacl, George

AANI D 20748983

Phone Somber +1 {555) 555-5555

Emnail Achistersame org

LoR Detaily

Lol Awthor Name Applicant Emered Author Mame
!:’p;:l:ly to which letter will be Dermatobogy

Dep.l_rlment Chair letier Yes

regquirement

This apphicant has indwcated that they DO NOT WAIYVE themr nght to
view ibns letler now and in the futare. The applicant has acknowledged

Witkve raghts b viw (s lebher that this letter 15 for ibe specific purpose of supporting my application for

Stmnmadardiced or Narrative? Standardized (SLOE, SLOR, eSLOE, SEL)

© AAMC. May not be reproduced without permission.



Verify the Request

@ Request Info O Author Details (O Evaluation Letter (O Preview & Submit

Check the details on the letter request Request for Applicant Name

This applicant has requested a Standardized Letter of Evaluation (SLOE) in support of their application. A SLOE is a structured, specialty-specific evaluation tool used

fro I I | t h e a p p I i C a n t ° 1o provide programs with a consisient, comparative, and competency-based assessment of an applicant’s performance and readiness.
L]

You will be prompted to respond to a series of questions about yourself and your experience with the applicant. For more information please review ERAS® for | etter
Writers.

Requestor Information Author Information

Requestor Name: Applicant Name Author Name: Author Name

* Correct applicant is indicated. A

* Request is for a Standardized Letter T e
of Evaluation (SLOE).
* Appropriate specialty, Urology, is S — e s
AAMC Service: ERAS Department Chair Letter: No o

I i Ste d . Season/Cycle: 2027 Right to View Letter: Waived
* Correct season/cycle.

Request Information

© AAMC. May not be reproduced without permission.



? AAMC Lener writer Poral MyRequests  Contact Us
[ J
A l I | O r D e l a I S ‘ @ Request Info @ Author Details (O Evaluation Letter QO Preview & Submit

Primary Author Information © saved at 10:44 PM

The following information was provided by the requestor.

In the second step, authors or their designees Author nformation Regquestor nformaion

Author Name: Author Name Requestor Name: Applicant Name

Wi I I p rovid e a d d itio n a I ba C kg ro u n d Author Email: example@aamc.org Requestor Preferred Name: A. Preferred

I n fo r m a t I O n . The information you provide here will accompany your submission and may be shared with any programs reviewing your letter.
.

* Are you the letter author or are you uploading on someone else’s behalf?

(® 1amtheauthor () Iam uploading for someone else

* Whether you are the author or uploading
on another person’s behalf e o
* If the letter writer is the program director
who supervised the applicant’s |
postgraduate medical training
* Only applicable to current or prior

. . . iUS - ||+1 (202) 222-2222 I
residents and/or fellowship applicants.

Example

*Primary Author Email

Example@aamc.org l

*Primary Author Institution

Johns Hopkins Hospital X v I
*Primary Author Degree(s)
[ x Allopathic Doctor (M.D.) X v l

*Primary Author Present Position Title(s)

[ » Department/Division Chair %X - l

© AAMC. May not be reproduced without permission.



Filling the Urology
SLOE Form Part 1

Complete the SLOE in the integrated letter @ feauestine ) @ utor e O Preven et

W rlte r po rta I . Urology Standardized Letter of Evaluation © saved at 10:45 PM

* Directly provide your evaluation in the Requestorformation Request nformaion
we b_ b ase d fo rm. Requestor Preferred Name: A. Preferred Specialy: Urology @
* 5 Sections: R
e Writer Background o
* Applicant Competencies Evaluation Adtionl Auhos Name() and Psitons) (Pl spei)
e Qverall Evaluation

r4
[ J W 1 C 300 characters left out of 300
rltten Om ments *2. Is this applicant a Home or Away student?

@ Home - NOTE: Home may be selected by an “adopted” home program where the applicant has spent significant time if an applicant attends a

e 1] © :
: () Notapplicable
Urology SLOE PDF '_E:,-;
Sample Template [ -

-j':) Away — NOTE: Away should be selected if the applicant rotated in your depariment as external rotators (“Sub-I's”.)

© AAMC. May not be reproduced without permission.



Writer Background

® [}
I I I I g t e r O O g y *+3. On average, in a given year, how many urology Sub-Is do you evaluate who apply 1o urology?

+4. What was the nature of your relationship with the applicant? (select all that apply) | was/am their.
Clinical faculty/supervisor (i.e., oversaw and provided hands-on guidance or feedback when applicant saw patients)
E] Clerkship supervisor/director (i.e., responsible for rotation curriculum and evaluation)

Complete the SLOE in the integrated letter ) e

C] Specialty/Career advisor

writer portal. R
* Directly provide your evaluation in the e e e e s,
web-based form. s
* 5 SeCtionS: +5. In what setting(s) did you observe the applicant’s performance? (select all that apply)
__Additiona] Letter Information S
* Applicant Competencies Evaluation S
* Overall Evaluation ) e e

[] Exwacurricular/Volunteer/Commitee activity

o W r i tte n C o m m e n t S C] Feedback from others (e.g., faculty, fellows, residents)

Vs ~N ] other
+6. Qver what period did you interact with the applicant in this capacity?
Start Date End Date
05/2025 o) ] I 05/2026 )
Urology SLOE PDF i o

Sample Template

+7. What was your typical level of contact with the applicant in this capacity?

() Lessthan once a week

() Once aweek

© AAMC. May not be reproduced without permission.



Filling the Urology

Evaluate the applicant’s proficiency on each competency using the following rating scale. Most applicants should receive “Meets Expectations” ratings

because this reflects expected performance level of an experienced 4th year medical student. If the applicant is rated in the "Far Exceeds
O r | I l a r Expectations” category, use the space provided 1o justify your rating.
Far Exceeds Expectations - Functions at the expected level of a PGY-2 urology resident.

Exceeds Expectations - Mostly functions at the expected level of a PGY-1/intern, but occasionally functions at the expected level of a PGY-2 urology
resident.
Above Expectations - Functions at the expected level of a PGY-1/intern.

Complete the SLOE in the integrated letter B Eevectons Eonis ot e o5 30 s e stcont.
writer portal.
* Directly provide your evaluation in the A o o ®

[ )
N N

Below Expectations Meets Expectations Above Expectations  Exceeds Expectations Far Exceeds Unable 10 Rate

web-based form. ool

o 5 S t 1 . *1f you selected Far Exceeds Expectations for Knowledge Base, please provide a behavioral example(s) to justify your rating.
ections:

e Additional Letter Information .
* Writer Background

300 characters left out of 300

*9. Patient Care — Ability 10 develop and justify an appropriate differential diagnosis and a cohesive treatment plan.

 Applicant Competencies Evaluation O ® 0 O O o

Below Expectations Meets Expectations Above Expectations  Exceeds Expectations Far Exceeds Unable 1o Rate

. F: ‘

* Overall Evaluation pecatons
.

® W r I tte n C o m m e n t S *10. Technical Aptitude — Surgical intuition, ability to learn new technigues and ability to perform basic urologic procedures.

Ty Ty Y F Ty
( \ I\_/‘ I\_/I @ I\._/I I\_J‘ ‘\_JI
Below Expectations Meets Expectations Above Expectations  Exceeds Expectations Far Exceeds Unable 10 Rate
Expectations

©

*11. Teamwork — Engages with patients, peers, and interprofessional team members to constructively share information, support coerdinated
decision-making, and work effectively as part of a care team toward common goals to deliver high-guality, patient-centered care.

Urology SLOE PDF

Sample Template ©
m Below Expectations Meets Expectations Above Expectations  Exceeds Expectations Far Exceeds Unable 10 Rate
@ Expectations

§ERAS

A PROGRAM OF THE AAMC
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Filling the Urology
SLOE Form Part 4

Complete the SLOE in the integrated letter
writer portal.
* Directly provide your evaluation in the
web-based form.
* 5 Sections:
e Additional Letter Information
* Writer Background
* Applicant Competencies Evaluation

e Qverall Evaluation

e Written Comments

Sample Template

Urology SLOE PDF H
m u

Overall Evaluation

*19. What is your prediction of success for this applicant in a urology residency?

O O ®

Poor Good Excellent

*20. If you were ranking this applicant for your residency program they would be...

() Would not rank

Lower rank (better than not matching)

Middle rank (would be fine if they match with us)
Higher rank (would be excited if they match with us)

Highest rank (top choice for matching with us)

O 0O 0 ®O0

Not applicable

O

Outstanding

O

Unable to Rate

© AAMC. May not be reproduced without permission.



Filling the Urology
SLOE Form Part 5

Complete the SLOE in the integrated letter Written Comments

w rite r p orta | . +21. Please describe what makes this applicant stand out the most from their peers that will contribute to their success as a resident.
* Directly provide your evaluation in the
web-based form. |

° 5 Se ct | ons: +22. Please describe where this applicant can develop their skills to become a more well-rounded resident.

* Additional Letter Information

e Writer Background T

o A p p I ica nt Co m p ete n C i e S Eva I u at i O n :nz{:sla;’tlaesosfn inr:tz;l:tdsef?On;r1 ?:;:_lfi:zj:l;o:; :;;s.d?nc:; ‘asdt{;rfe;.s-sed above) about why you think this applicant will be well-suited to a career in urology (may

[ ]

Overall Evaluation ‘

: Written Comments 800 characters left out of 8/;[1

4 )\

@ IEH:: @ © Saved at 10:45 PM BACK SAVE CONTINUE

Urology SLOE PDF H
m u

Sample Template

© AAMC. May not be reproduced without permission.



Author Name (AN )

Preview and Submit s

@ Request Info @ Author Details > @ Evaluation Letter @ Preview & Submit

Preview the letter evaluation prior to P
S u b m itti ng fo r a p p | ica nt u Se . Please review the information below for accuracy and completeness.

Request Information

Letter Request ID: 8DSL-BMVNL-VNSBC Plastic Surgery gl o
Application Type: Residency Letter Type: -
AAMC Service: ERAS Department Chair Letter: No ©

Submission Draft

Standardized Letter of Evaluati.. Q
a
oo
OUTLIER RATING JUSTIFICATION oo
1300 charactor limit; Gisplayod only whon Far Fxcoeds Fxpoctations or Top 1% is selocted)
Technical y— FAR
Lovem ipsum dolor sit amet consectetur 8cipiscing olit. Quisque faucibus ex sepienvitas pellontosque som
placerat. In id d . Tempus sed ulvinar
motus laculis massa nisl malosuada laci
Resillence — TOP 1%
Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet consoctetur adipiscing olit. Quisque faucibus ex sepienvitae pellentosque som
placerat.in id tellus Tempus . Pulvinar
i ’ matus bil laculis massa nisl maiosuada laci
3,
OTHER WRITTEN COMMENTS
from their peer to their Q
success as  resident. (300-character limit)
Lorem ipsum Golor sit amet consactotur adipiscing olit. Quisque Bucibus ex s8pienVitae pellentasquo som
prsy b s g ot St aed s mestacs Q

Acknowledgements

| | * 1have verified the information above and it is correct.

1 BACK SUBMIT

Lener Weiter Portal Terms & Conditions
Copyright © AAMC 2026 | 655 K Street, NW, Suite 100, Washington, DC, 20001-2399 | Contact Us | Follow Us | Supported Browsers | Web Accessibility | AAMC Terms and Conditions | Privacy Statement
20.6.1-20260504.212438
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Manage Letter
Requests

§AAMC Letter Writer Portal My Requests [eLlIEL IV

The portal dashboard allows users to My Requests

track pending and completed requests:
#£ SHOW / HIDE

T
Applicant y* Letter Type ¢ Date + Status Date %  Service

T
+ Status 4T Action

* View request history e s
¢ SO rt and filter by Ietter type, date, and ﬁ:ﬂﬁ?gt:l?:z?ss Narrative Feb25,2026  Mar04,2026 ERAS

Request 1D: HTDP-4CNGJ-RN450Q Letter

Applicant, ERAS Nareative
S a us AAMC ID: 21530758 Feb 25,2026  Feb25 2026  ERAS -

Request 1D 85CT-62MWS-WBW... oo "

* View .pdf of past document o 2155 i
. p p AAMC ID: 21539758 Letter Feh 24, 2026 Feb 24, 2026 ERAS

Request ID: RO2J-WLJSJ-VF26H

[?Filter‘vl i?FiILer‘vl i?FiILer‘vI Iﬁxzse\e.. x -

® 13
[» [»

[

Applicant, ERAS

. .
S u b l I l I SS I O n S AAMC ID: 21538758 r:t::?"twe Feb 11, 2026 Feb 20, 2028 ERAS Imported

Request ID: GEPX-PFJBZ-H2BLW

Applicant, ERAS
PR ! Narrative

AAMC ID: 21530768 Letter Feb 10,2026 Feb 20, 2026 ERAS Imported
Request ID: TMFD-Q2JW2-RC4AM...

® ® ®
[>

[+

Users can customize dashboard
columns.

© AAMC. May not be reproduced without permission.



SAU Guidance on Submitting Letters

 Be clear when requesting the letter from the author on the type
of letter being solicited.

2 + 1-2 = 3-4

SLOE Narrative Total Letters
(Required)

$ERAS




Key ERAS Dates for Residency Applicants

2027 ERAS September Fellowship Cycle

April - May

2026

Individual programs
will register for ERAS
in April 2026.

Residency programs
gain access to the
PDWS for preseason
setup.

May 31- End of the
2026 ERAS Season.

Letter writer job aids

SLOE PDF sample
template

2027 ERAS Season
opening. Applicants
may start
requesting tokens.

New AAMC Letter

Writer Portal opens.

SAU SLOE Webinar
(June 18 @6:30
p.m. ET)

Short walkthrough
videos for letter
writers

v' Deadline for
Residency
programs to opt-
out of ERAS
Program Signals

v' Applicants can
begin applying
to Residency
Programs.

v" Residency
Programs begin
receiving and
reviewing
applications.

'v
© AAMC. May not be reproduced without permission. a

v' 2026 ERAS

Season closes.

A PROGRAM OF THE AAMC



2027 MyERAS Specialty Customizations

Program Signal Specialty Specific Geographic
Explanation Questions Preference OFF

Orthopaedic
Plastic Surgery Plastic Surgery Plastic Surgery Plastic Surgery

Integrated SLOEs

PM&R

Radiology
Oncology




Program Signal Statements and Specialty Specific

Essays

V |

“ |

V | v—

I 4 ’ v -
Program Signal Specialty-specific essay Applicants generally Essay responses should not
Statement responses prompts involving use the full character be used in isolation. They

can be oneinputina

often yield themes reflection or length allotments in holistic review process,

a“?“'_‘d Culture _& learning tend to elicit their essay responses, complementing but not
Mission, but this although IMGs tend to lacing lett
. : stronger responses . replacing letters,
differs by specialty write less than non- experiences, or academic

than accountability- IMGs metrics

\focused competencies./ \ / \ /

Check out the webinar, MyERAS Content Refresh:

. — Evaluation of New Specialty Specific Essays

and applicant type.

§AAMC

©AAMC



Conclusions | Specialty-specific Essays

1 | A vast majority of responses demonstrated alignment to at least one target

competency

2 Across specialties, prompts involving reflection, learning, or self-awareness
typically produce more Moderate-to-Strong Evidence of target competencies

behaviors more readily than primary clinical or operational actions

3 | Applicants gravitate toward reflection, self-regulation, and interpersonal

Specialty questions linked to an Accountability competency yield
4 overwhelmingly Weak Evidence responses

Across specialties, MD, DO, US-IMG, and Non-US IMG applicant responses do
5 not often diverge meaningfully in terms of demonstrated evidence or
competencies

© AAMC. May not be reproduced without permission.



Next Steps

 Visit and share our available
resources and recorded
webinars.

« Reach out to
ERASRMTeam@aamc.org and
exlpgess interest in specialty
pilots

 Contact the AAMC Support

Center for technical assistance.

© AAMC. May not be reproduced without permission

Ve

What You Need to
Know About the
2027 ERAS
Application Season

.

OriH©

Ve

Watch the webinar: @

Evaluation of New

Specialty Specific

Essays and Signal
Statements

Introducing
Scholarly Works

Watch the webinar:

Watch the webinar:

Role of Geography
in Applications and

O]

@ Interviews
\\§ \\§
f ® @
Watch the webinar: % @ . @
Introduction to the . ERAS for Letter 'T;
AAMC Letter Writers
Writer Portal .
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