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Upcoming Changes to the 2026-2027 
ERAS Application Season
Improving the Letters of Recommendation Process

Expanding Standard Evaluative Letters

New Pilots and Continued Evaluation
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Improving the Letter of 
Recommendation Process

Today’s Experience

• Fragmented process 
(LoRP limitations)

• Manual, time-
intensive workflows

• Limited visibility for 
applicants & programs

• Increasing scale and 
complexity

What We Heard from 
the Community

• Letter writers: 
cumbersome process

• Applicants: lack of 
transparency

• Programs: inconsistent 
submissions

• Institutions: 
administrative burden

Where We’re Going

• Centralized Letter 
Writer Portal

• Streamlined, intuitive 
workflows

• Improved data quality 
& reliability

• Better experience 
across all users



© AAMC. May not be reproduced without permission.

Introducing the AAMC Letter Writer Portal

Compared to today, the updated experience includes:
• Direct access via email
→ No need to search by request ID

• Flexible submission options
→ Submit with or without an AAMC account

• New document file types accepted
→ Expands flexibility to support evolving letter formats

• Centralized dashboard (with AAMC Account)
→ Track, manage, and view letter history

• Improved support for different types of letters
→ Clearer labels for type of letter
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SLOE Pilots for the 2027 ERAS Season

Launching in partnership with:

➢Dermatology (APD)

➢Urology (SAU)

➢Plastic Surgery (ACEPS)

What this includes:

• Specialty-specific standardized letter templates

• Integrated directly into the letter request process

• Delivered through the Letter Writer Portal

Goal:

• Improve consistency and comparability

• Support program decision-making

• Evaluate impact for future expansion
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Student Perspective Requesting 
Standardized Letters for Urology
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Letter Format and 
Details
Letter requests will still originate in 
the MyERAS system.

When an applicant requests a letter, they 
will need to provide the following 
information:

• Author Name
• Author Email
• Specialty to which the letter will be 

assigned
• Letter Type – Standardized or Narrative
• Department Chair – Yes or No
• Waiver of right to view – Yes or No
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Requesting Letters 
from Authors
Applicants can request letters by:

• Sending the request directly from 
the MyERAS system.

• Downloading a letter request and 
sharing it with the authors.

Be clear on what type of letter 
you are soliciting from authors.
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Managing Letters

Applicants will be able to manage their 
requests in the LoR section of 
the MyERAS application.  

This screen will display:
• LoR Author
• Standardized Letter Label
• Specialty (designated by applicant)
• Request Status

• Not Confirmed for Upload
• Confirmed for Upload
• Uploaded
• Imported
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Letter Writer Perspective Completing 
Standardized Letters for Urology
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Receiving the Letter 
Request
Check the details on the letter request 
from the applicant:

• Request is for a Standardized Letter 
of Evaluation (SLOE).

• Direct link to the AAMC Letter 
Writer Portal
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Verify the Request 
Information
Check the details on the letter request 
from the applicant:

• Correct applicant is indicated.
• Request is for a Standardized Letter 

of Evaluation (SLOE).
• Appropriate specialty, Urology, is 

listed.
• Correct season/cycle.
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Author Details

In the second step, authors or their designees 
will provide additional background 
information:

• Whether you are the author or uploading 
on another person’s behalf

• If the letter writer is the program director 
who supervised the applicant’s 
postgraduate medical training 
• Only applicable to current or prior 

residents and/or fellowship applicants.
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Filling the Urology 
SLOE Form Part 1
Complete the SLOE in the integrated letter 
writer portal.
• Directly provide your evaluation in the 

web-based form.
• 5 Sections:

• Additional Letter Information
• Writer Background
• Applicant Competencies Evaluation
• Overall Evaluation
• Written Comments

Urology SLOE PDF 
Sample Template
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Filling the Urology 
SLOE Form Part 2
Complete the SLOE in the integrated letter 
writer portal.
• Directly provide your evaluation in the 

web-based form.
• 5 Sections:

• Additional Letter Information
• Writer Background
• Applicant Competencies Evaluation
• Overall Evaluation
• Written Comments

Urology SLOE PDF 
Sample Template
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Filling the Urology 
SLOE Form Part 3
Complete the SLOE in the integrated letter 
writer portal.
• Directly provide your evaluation in the 

web-based form.
• 5 Sections:

• Additional Letter Information
• Writer Background
• Applicant Competencies Evaluation
• Overall Evaluation
• Written Comments

Urology SLOE PDF 
Sample Template
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Filling the Urology 
SLOE Form Part 4
Complete the SLOE in the integrated letter 
writer portal.
• Directly provide your evaluation in the 

web-based form.
• 5 Sections:

• Additional Letter Information
• Writer Background
• Applicant Competencies Evaluation
• Overall Evaluation
• Written Comments

Urology SLOE PDF 
Sample Template
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Filling the Urology 
SLOE Form Part 5
Complete the SLOE in the integrated letter 
writer portal.
• Directly provide your evaluation in the 

web-based form.
• 5 Sections:

• Additional Letter Information
• Writer Background
• Applicant Competencies Evaluation
• Overall Evaluation
• Written Comments

Urology SLOE PDF 
Sample Template



© AAMC. May not be reproduced without permission.

Preview and Submit
Preview the letter evaluation prior to 
submitting for applicant use.
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The portal dashboard allows users to 
track pending and completed requests:

• View request history
• Sort and filter by letter type, date, and 

status
• View .pdf of past document 

submissions

Users can customize dashboard 
columns.

Manage Letter 
Requests
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SAU Guidance on Submitting Letters

• Be clear when requesting the letter from the author on the type 
of letter being solicited.

3-4
Total LettersNarrative

1-2
SLOE 

(Required)

2
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2027 ERAS September Fellowship Cycle ​

Key ERAS Dates for Residency Applicants

✓ Individual programs 
will register for ERAS 
in April 2026. 

✓ Residency programs 
gain access to the 
PDWS for preseason 
setup.

✓ May 31- End of the 
2026 ERAS Season.

✓ Letter writer job aids

✓ SLOE PDF sample 
template

April - May
2026

✓ Deadline for 
Residency 
programs to opt-
out of ERAS 
Program Signals

✓ Applicants can 
begin applying 
to Residency 
Programs.

✓ Residency 
Programs begin 
receiving and 
reviewing 
applications.

✓ 2026 ERAS 
Season closes.

✓ 2027 ERAS Season 
opening. Applicants 
may start 
requesting tokens.

✓ New AAMC Letter 
Writer Portal opens.

✓ SAU SLOE Webinar 
(June 18 @6:30 
p.m. ET)

✓ Short walkthrough 
videos for letter 
writers

June 4
2026

Sept 2
2026

Sept 23
2026

May 31
2027
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2027 MyERAS Specialty Customizations

Integrated SLOEs

Dermatology

Urology

Plastic Surgery

Program Signal 
Explanation

Anesthesiology

Plastic Surgery

PM&R

Specialty Specific 
Questions

Anesthesiology

Neurological 
Surgery

Plastic Surgery

Geographic 
Preference OFF

Orthopaedic 
Surgery

Plastic Surgery

ENT

Radiology 
Oncology



Program Signal Statements and Specialty Specific 
Essays

Program Signal 
Statement responses 
often yield themes 
around Culture & 
Mission, but this 

differs by specialty 
and applicant type.

Applicants generally 
use the full character 
length allotments in 

their essay responses, 
although IMGs tend to 

write less than non-
IMGs.

Specialty-specific essay 
prompts involving 

reflection or 
learning tend to elicit 

stronger responses 
than accountability-

focused competencies.

Essay responses should not 
be used in isolation.  They 

can be one input in a 
holistic review process, 
complementing but not 

replacing letters, 
experiences, or academic 

metrics. 

Check out the webinar, MyERAS Content Refresh: 
Evaluation of New Specialty Specific Essays
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Conclusions | Specialty-specific Essays 

26

1 A vast majority of responses demonstrated alignment to at least one target 
competency  

2 Across specialties, prompts involving reflection, learning, or self-awareness 
typically produce more Moderate-to-Strong Evidence of target competencies

3
Applicants gravitate toward reflection, self-regulation, and interpersonal 
behaviors more readily than primary clinical or operational actions

4 Specialty questions linked to an Accountability competency yield 
overwhelmingly Weak Evidence responses

5
Across specialties, MD, DO, US-IMG, and Non-US IMG applicant responses do 
not often diverge meaningfully in terms of demonstrated evidence or 
competencies
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Next Steps

Watch the webinar: 
Introducing 

Scholarly Works

Watch the webinar: 
Introduction to the 

AAMC Letter 
Writer Portal

What You Need to 
Know About the 

2027 ERAS 
Application Season

Watch the webinar: 
Evaluation of New 
Specialty Specific 
Essays and Signal 

Statements 

• Visit and share our available 
resources and recorded 
webinars.

• Reach out to 
ERASRMTeam@aamc.org and 
express interest in specialty 
pilots.

• Contact the AAMC Support 
Center for technical assistance.

Watch the webinar: 
Role of Geography 
in Applications and 

Interviews

ERAS for Letter 
Writers

mailto:ERASRMTeam@aamc.org
aamc.org/contact-eras
aamc.org/contact-eras
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